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George Hyde, General Manager from Counter Assault showing how 
to properly deploy and use bear spray at the 2015 Bear Fair 

Foundation, U.S. Forest Service, and FWP were also in 
attendance offering educational displays, materials, and information.  
The event was a big success. SVBR is considering bringing the Bear Fair 
to the Ferndale area in 2016. 
 The Swan Valley Bear Ranger spent many days visiting 
campers at developed and dispersed sites.  Over 200 site visits 
educated campers about the Flathead National Forest’s Food Storage 
Order and how to stay safe in bear country.  Many people were 

surprised to hear that coolers with beverages, dog 
food, and grills are considered bear attractants and 
that it is the law to properly secure them from 
bears.   
 When leaving a campsite for any length 
of time, campers need to secure any and all items 
that could attract a bear. This will help ensure the 
safety of everyone using the campground, and the 
safety of the bears!  The biggest problem with 
compliance of the Food Storage Order were 
unattended coolers. Coolers were secured and 
campground hosts were informed to check-in with 
campers about the Food Storage Order. At many of 
the Swan Valley’s dispersed sites the Forest Service 
provides bear-proof boxes for storage of bear 
attractants while campers are away or sleeping. 
We encourage everyone to use the bear-proof 

boxes, especially if you don’t have a hard-sided vehicle! Please 
remember to think of others and do not leave trash in the bear boxes. 
 The Bear Ranger also responded to bear incidents 
throughout the season.  At Van Lake, a fisherman was reported leaving 
fish remains on the shore near the public boat ramp, causing  a black 
bear to frequent the campground. The bear ranger cleaned up the 
boat launch area, informed campers and Montana Fish, Wildlife, and 
Parks of the bear activity, and posted a notice on the public 
information board. No conflicts between the bear and humans 
occurred. 
 In July, a black bear was photographed getting into garbage 
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 Swan Valley Bear Resources (SVBR), a collaborative group 
comprised of Swan Ecosystem Center, Northwest Connections, and 
the U.S. Forest Service, has had a busy year providing a wide spectrum 
of resources aimed at promoting human/bear coexistence.  With the 
poor berry crop this year and bears cruising the valley bottoms in 
search of any available food sources (natural or unnatural), proactive 
conflict avoidance actions around homes become all the more 
important to keep bears out of trouble. 
 SVBR has worked for eight years to 
provide residents with Bear-Resistant Garbage 
Containers, conflict avoidance and resolution, 
property consultations, temporary and permanent 
electric fencing, outreach, and education. 
 Thus far in 2015, SVBR has distributed 17 
bear-resistant garbage cans to local residents, 
raising the overall community total to 208 
containers.  In addition, 10 containers were 
temporarily loaned to the DNRC fire crew camp 
during the Squeezer Fire. 
 SVBR continues to collaborate with 
private property owners to provide advice and help 
in securing bear attractants, as well as aiding in 
conflict resolution.  In 2015, SVBR staff provided 11 
private property consultations resulting in advice 
and/or help in securing attractants, as well as 
several permanent electric fencing projects. 
 SVBR has completed eight permanent electric fencing 
projects that have helped secure small livestock, chickens, orchards, 
and gardens from bears, including two this year.  If all goes smoothly, 
two more permanent fences aimed at securing small livestock such as 
chickens, turkeys, goats, rabbits, and pigs will be completed before the 
bears hibernate.  In addition, several other landowners are interested 
in installing permanent electric fencing for 2016. 
 In June, SVBR partnered with MPG North and held an 
outdoor Bear Fair on thier property off of Rumble Creek Road.  About 
150 community members showed up to listen to presentations by Fish, 
Wildlife, and Parks (FWP) bear management experts Tim Manley and 
Lori Roberts concerning current grizzly bear population trends, local 
management, recovery, and conflict resolution.  Representatives from 
Counter Assault, the Center for Wildlife Information, Vital Ground 

Grizzly bear feeding on a roadkill deer 
along Highway 83  

Newsletter contributions by Luke Lamar, Rick Yates, and Jessica Curry 

Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem 
 Food Storage Order 

 
1. Human, pet and livestock food (except baled or cubed 

hay without additives), and   garbage shall be attended 
or stored in a bear-resistant manner.  

2. Wildlife carcasses that are within 1/2-mile of any camp 
or sleeping area shall be stored in a bear- resistant 
manner during nighttime hours.  

3. Burnable attractants (such as food leftovers or bacon 
grease) shall not be buried, discarded, or burned in an 
open campfire.   

4.   The responsible party shall report the death and location 
of livestock to a Forest Service official within 24 hours of 
discovery.  



Thanks to our SVBR Supporters! 

Art Ortenberg & Liz Claiborne Foundation  
Counter Assault  
Defenders of Wildlife 
Donner Foundation 
Montana Dept. Natural Resources  
 & Conservation 
Montana  Dept. Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
US Forest Service 
Vital Ground Foundation 
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THE BEARS NEED YOUR HELP 
 

Swan Valley Bear News is funded 
in large part by private 
donations. To donate, please 

send a check earmarked “Bears” 
to Swan Ecosystem Center, 6887 
Highway 83, Condon, MT 59826.  
 
You can also donate on-line at 
SwanEcosystemCenter.org 

Bear Troubles? Whom to Call 

Tim Manley  

Grizzly Bear Management Specialist  

(Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks) 

Cell phone: (406) 250-1265  

Home  phone: (406) 892-0802  

Erik Wenum 

Black Bear and Mountain Lion Specialist  

(Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks) 

Office Phone: (406) 752-5501 

Cell Phone:     (406) 250-0062 

Home Phone:  (406) 756-1776 

Bear-resistant garbage container  chewed on by a 
bear, but the bear was unable to open the can to 
receive a food reward. 

that was being stored in the bed of a truck at a Swan Lake business. The 
business owners were informed of SVBR’s bear-resistant garbage container 
loaner program to prevent further garbage attractant issues. 
 In August, the hosts at Swan Lake Campground reported a group 
of three campsites where bear attractants were left unattended (garbage, 
food, drinks, and several full coolers). The bear ranger responded by 
removing all the garbage and securing the food and coolers in hard-sided 
vehicles. This was a perfect example of our campground hosts doing a great 
job monitoring their sites and preventing a potential conflict between bears 
and humans.  We all need to be thinking about the next campers that use 
camp sites. 
 Several talks about bear safety and bear safety training were 
provided to Forest Service employees, volunteers, and interested public 
during the summer.  Over 100 people benefitted from learning about bears, 
bear conflicts, and the use of pepper spray as a viable deterrent.  
 SVBR has come a long way since its inception and we look forward 
to continuing and expanding our services in the future.  We owe special 
gratitude to all the community members and partners who help support 
these efforts.  Thank you! 

Huckleberries are an important food source for many animals, including 
humans, but for black and grizzly bears they are a key annual food source. 
The sugars in huckleberries provide a source of energy for bears and the 
calories needed to put on fat for winter hibernation. Bears spend most of 
their time seeking out and feeding on the purple berries from July through 
October.  2014 was considered a “bumper crop” for huckleberries which 
were plentiful across western Montana for much of the summer.   
 
2015 has been a much different story.  Huckleberry production was re-
duced or non-existent in much of western Montana.  There were spotty 
areas of good production at moist, mid-high elevation sites, but the low-
elevation berries were poor or absent.  Where berries were present, they 
dried up and faded very quickly in the dry, hot weather.  High elevation 
places where huckleberries normally persist into October lost their berries 
by the beginning of September.  
 
In western Montana we have three common species of huckleberry; dwarf 
huckleberry, globe huckleberry, and grouse whortleberry occur in different 
habitats and at differing elevations.  They are all important food sources for 
bears.  Other berries important to bears include: serviceberry, choke cher-
ry, hawthorn, elderberry, buffaloberry, currants, rose hips, and mountain 
ash. It is the huckleberry, however, that bears depend on most as they 
prepare for winter.  
 
Fewer huckleberries for bears to feed on generally equates to more bears 
searching out other sources of food.  Unfortunately, several other natural 
foods such as serviceberry, also had poor overall production this year, 

which has only exacerbated the bears’ annual search for other 
things to eat. Often, this search brings bears into contact with 
human developments.  Fruit trees, bee hives, livestock, pet food, 
garbage, road-killed deer, and bird feeders are common attract-
ants that bring bears into close proximity to where people live 
and work.   The best way to help reduce the number of bear-
human conflicts is to make these attractants unavailable to 
bears.   Once a bear obtains a food reward near a home, it learns 
to associate houses with a meal and will become more likely to 
investigate other homes for food. It can be difficult for people to 
understand that when a bear receives a food reward on their 
property, they are teaching that bear to do the same thing at 
their neighbors place.  Having bears in your yard is dangerous for 
you, your family, pets, livestock, and eventually for the bear 
itself. Please be a good neighbor and secure your attractants.    
  
As a result of the poor natural food crop this year, western Mon-
tana has been experiencing a spike in bear related conflicts 
around homes and communities.  Despite the increase in con-
flicts, we at SVBR believe that through education and avoidance 
measures (bear-resistant garbage containers, electric fencing for 
example), the Swan Valley community can coexist with bears and 
set an example for other communities to follow.   

Huckleberries and Bears 

Luke Lamar, Mark Ruby, and Adam Lieberg building electric 
fence to contain chickens and small garden 
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