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Wildlife in  the West 

Resident Education Assistant  

Dates: May 14th -July 3rd 2018 

Compensation: $700/month + Room & Board  
 

Description: 

Swan Valley Connections' Resident Education Assistant (REA) acts as a resident assistant living 

full time with the students, working to build a positive learning community, modeling SVC 

policies, and taking care of student needs throughout the program.  You will assist instructors 

with prep for each day and risk management and group dynamics while in the field. REAs are 

expected to participate in documenting the student experience through an ongoing blog and 

photographs.  

 
Responsibilities: 

 Safely transport students in SVC vehicles to field sites each day 

 Maintain a broad perception of group dynamics and morale  

 Write a detailed daily log of medical, behavioral, and group dynamics issues  

 Work with instructors to manage gear, logistics and to prepare for each day 

 Help manage risk in the field 

 Help create a safe, positive learning environment for students while on campus 

 Oversee quality and completion of student chores, including facility cleanliness 

before departure each day 

 Manage food budget and work with student cooks to supply food for the program 

 Work with staff to prepare for and debrief the program 
 
Qualifications: 

 Ability to act in a leadership role with undergraduate students 

 Ability to creatively and safely accomplish tasks independently and as part of a team 

 Ability to adapt and be flexible in a fast paced and changing work environment 

 Ability to maintain a positive attitude and good interpersonal relations with staff, 

students, speakers and community members 

 Physical ability to hike 10 miles a day with a full daypack and lift 50 lbs. 
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 Hiking and camping experience 

 Ability to drive students safely both on maintained and unmaintained roads 

 We require review of your driving record and a valid driver's license 

 Wilderness First Responder or Wilderness First Aid and CPR training strongly preferred. 

*Applicants without WFR/WFA or CRP will be considered if applicant is willing and able to acquire 

certification before position start date  

 
Skills gained: 

 Increased understanding of natural history in the Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem 

 Training in field risk management 

 Experience managing field program logistics 

 Experience in managing group dynamics 

 Increased understanding of non‐profit function 

 Participation in college field semester courses 

 

For more information contact Jonathan Bowler by phone, at (406) 754-3137, or email, at 

jonathan@svconnections.org. 

To apply, please submit a letter of intent outlining your interest and ability to meet the above criteria, a 

resume, your academic transcript, and the contact information for two professional (work or academic) 

references to jonathan@svconnections.org 

 

 


