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Purpose of Report 
Swan Valley Bear Resources 

(SVBR) is a multi-party cooperative 
group comprised of members of Swan 
Valley Connections (SVC) and the U.S. 
Forest Service (USFS).  The purpose of 
this report is to document, summarize, 
and share the services that Swan Valley 
Bear Resources provides each year 
within the Swan Valley.  This document 
will serve as a basis for comparison 
between years of operation for the 
working group and aid in monitoring 
progress toward the group’s mission of 
promoting coexistence between people 
and bears in the Swan Valley.  The 
report also summarizes efforts, 
accomplishments, lessons learned, and goals of Swan Valley Bear Resources for the 
supporting partners of the working group.  Finally, the report may act as a summary for 
parties interested and/or unfamiliar with the Swan Valley, Swan Valley Bear Resources, or 
other watershed-based collaborative conservation efforts. 

Introduction 
The mission of Swan Valley Bear 

Resources is to offer community 
resources to promote coexistence 
between people and bears. SVBR is a 
working group formed by a collaborative 
effort between a local non-profit 
conservation/education organization and 
community members in partnership with 
the U.S. Forest Service (USFS), Montana 
Fish Wildlife & Parks (FWP), U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service (FWS) and other natural 
resource entities. The purpose of this 
collaborative effort is to pool resources, 
experience and expertise, and to address 
bear conflicts on private and public 
property in the Swan Valley.  

 

SVBR has now been providing place-based solutions to human/bear coexistence 
since 2008. The group continues to re-evaluate goals and strategies so it may continue to use 

Grizzly Bear. Photo by Luke Lamar 

Black Bear. Photo by Luke Lamar 
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local knowledge and cooperation to create place-based solutions that diminish human-bear 
conflicts. This report documents efforts and accomplishments for the 2017 season, and 
outlines future goals for SVBR in 2018.   

Resources 

Bear-Resistant Garbage Container Loaner Program 
Swan Valley Bear Resources administers a Bear-Resistant Garbage Container Loaner 

Program within the Swan Valley.  The program allows community members to check out 
bear-resistant garbage containers 
for free and on an indefinite basis, 
with a suggested donation.  Bear-
resistant containers are also 
available for purchase.  Over the 
course of its existence, SVBR has 
disseminated two models and sizes 
of bear-resistant garbage cans: 
Unbearable and Bear Saver, each 
available in either 95 or 64 gallons. 
Loaner containers for the program 
are purchased with a combination of 
SVC funds, grant dollars procured by 
the USFWS Grizzly Bear Recovery 
Program, USFS funds, and private 
donations.  Community members 
may obtain the containers at any 
time and SVBR uses program 
donations to purchase additional 
containers for loan in the 

community.  Community members may return containers if they are not being used, 
exchange for different sized models, or keep them indefinitely, depending on the 
community member’s preference. 

At the end of 2017, 216 containers and 28 dumpsters are currently being used by 
community members or businesses as part of the program in the Swan Valley. To assure 
that containers will continue to be available to those that may want to use the program in 
the future, SVBR tracks the number of new containers checked out each season to estimate 
future needs and track fluctuations in demand for containers over time. Demand in the 
valley for containers over the last 5 years has been relatively constant. SVBR has loaned out 
an average of 17 containers per season from 2013-2017.  Specifically, residents checked 
out 16 containers in 2017, while two were returned.   

In addition, SVBR has purchased two 55-gallon drums with IGBC approved bear-
resistant locking mechanisms.  The drums were bought to loan to residents in need of a 

Photo of bear-resistant garbage container that was 
bitten and chewed by a bear. The bear was unable to 
break into the container and did not receive a food 
reward. Photo by Luke Lamar 



 

4 Swan Valley Bear Resources| Annual Report 2017 

way to securely store livestock grain. Figure 1 displays the number of additional containers 
and dumpsters placed by year within the community over the past 13 years. The total 
across years is not cumulative as some containers may have been returned and re-loaned 
to other residences between years.   

 

The loaner container program is aimed at providing local residents a means to 
securely store garbage.  Most commonly, garbage is stored where people live. Mapping of 
private parcels that have human structures (assumed to be homes) is a coarse approach to 
examine where residential garbage may occur in the Swan landscape.  SVBR tracks the 
locations of loaned or purchased bear-resistant containers throughout the Swan Valley.   
Figure 2 depicts the distribution of private parcels that use bear-resistant containers in the 
upper Swan Valley.  At the end of 2017, 12% of the private parcels with human structures 
were using a bear-resistant container in the Swan Valley.  This analysis does not include 
other Swan Valley residents that securely store their garbage by other means than a bear-
resistant container, such as inside a home or garage, or residents who may have obtained a 
bear resistant container from a program other than SVBR. Spatially mapping where bear-
resistant containers are in use and where people live in the Swan Valley allows SVBR to 
better focus outreach and education in future years. 
 

 

Figure 1. Yearly distribution of bear-resistant garbage containers/dumpsters placed within the Swan 

Valley as a result of the loaner program. Number reflects additional containers checked out each year 

compared to the previous year. Containers or dumpsters returned to SVBR in a year are not depicted. 
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Private Property Collaboration 
SVBR collaboration with private property owners may come by a variety of different 

means such as landowner interest or response to a bear conflict.  Some on-going examples 
of SVBR collaboration with private property owners in the Swan Valley include: providing 

Figure 2. Private parcels in the upper Swan Valley that have SVBR-issued bear 
resistant containers or dumpsters at the end of 2017.  
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advice on securing bear attractants, loaning bear-resistant garbage containers, helping 
build electric fences around attractants, removing animal carcasses, helping remove ripe 
fruit from trees, and installing motion-sensor activated cameras to monitor bear conflicts.  

 The category of “bear 
attractants” covers a large 
spectrum including bird 
feeders, garbage, gardens, 
livestock, orchards, pet 
foods, etc.  Depending on 
their rural livelihoods, 
residents of the Swan Valley 
may have distinct challenges 
for securing and removing 
bear attractants around their 
properties.  SVBR focuses on 
a spectrum of private 
property projects geared 
toward providing interested 
property owners with 
materials, information, and 
conflict response to create 
site-specific solutions for 
securing bear attractants and 
minimizing risk of bear 
conflicts. Typical consultations 
include: informal 
conversations with 
landowners during delivery of 
a bear-resistant container, as a 
result of a request about how 
to secure various attractants, 
or during a site visit following 
a bear-related conflict.  These 
conversations help SVBR and 
landowners brainstorm 
strategies that would allow 
landowners to lower their risk 
of bear conflict.  Strategies 
may include bringing in bird 
feeders at night or building an 
electric fence to safeguard 
small livestock.  The goal of the 
consultations are to consider bear attractant security while working with the landowner’s 
preferences.  In 2017, SVBR staff provided numerous consultations that involved different 
methods for securing bear attractants. Those consultations resulted in advice offered or 

Unsecured chicken coup and chicken feed in non-bear-resistant 

container prior to SVBR assistance. Photo by Luke Lamar 

Photo shows where a bear had previously busted through glass 

to reach apiary prior to SVBR assistance. Photo by Luke Lamar 
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provided site-specific solutions on a wide range of topics including: temporary and 
permanent electric fencing, electric fence repair, conflict management, bear behavior, grain 
storage, big-game carcass storage, bird feeders, gardens, orchard trees, and garbage 
storage. Other more informal consultations involved answering questions over the phone 
or recommendations made in casual conversation.  

Electric Fencing 
 

SVBR has adapted over time to 
assist residents with the bear conflict 
mitigation needs that have arisen. SVBR 
first began assisting residents in 2010 
with electric fencing to secure goats and 
chickens from bears, preventing further 
conflict.  Since that time, SVBR has 
assisted residents to build 15 permanent 
electric fences to exclude bears from 
various attractants.  SVBR assists with the 
entire fence building process including 
site identification, fence design, technical 
specifications, help to secure funding 
sources, purchase of materials, and final 
hands-on fence construction. Fencing 
projects are done opportunistically with 

interested landowners as needs 
and opportunities arise.  In 2017, 
SVBR provided assistance to 
three landowners in 
construction of permanent 
electric bear exclusion fences, 
upgraded another existing fence 
to meet specifications to exclude 
bears, and assisted FWP’s 
conflict management specialist 
with erecting and maintaining 
two temporary fences during 
conflicts until a more permanent 
solution could be created.  
Attractants secured by these 
three permanent fences were 
chickens, orchard trees, gardens, 
bees, and goats.  A prior bear 
conflict had previously occurred 
at all three locations before SVBR 
provided assistance.  

SVBR’s Adam Lieberg discussing electric fencing 

with landowner. Photo by Luke Lamar 

Tim Manley Grizzly Bear Management Specialist (FWP), Luke 

Lamar (SVBR), and landowner with recently completed 

electric fence to secure chickens, orchard trees, and garden. 

Photo by Adam Lieberg 
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 SVBR has now built 14 permanent electric 
fences in the Swan Valley, as well as assisted with 
one in the Blackfoot Valley.  Attractants that have 
been secured by these electric fence projects are: 
chickens, turkeys, ducks, goats, sheep, pigs, 
rabbits, miniature horses, bees, outside chest 
freezers, livestock grain, compost, orchard trees, 
and gardens.  Several of these projects are located 
near the Swan River, adjacent to the river corridor 
and surrounded by high quality riparian bear 
habitat.  Several of these projects are also adjacent 
to Highway 83.  Attractants near the highway may 
entice bears to the use the area and increase the 
incidental risk of bear mortality from vehicle 
collisions.  Partners on these projects have 
included: SVBR, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services’ 
Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, Montana 
Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, Defenders of Wildlife, 
and the landowners.   

Local resident Sheri Burden summed up 
her personal experience with bears and 
attractants in the Swan Valley, “SVBR helped us 
build an electric fence around the garden and 
apple trees several years ago after a grizzly and 

cubs destroyed one of the apple trees. The electric fence has worked fine since then. We 
just this morning watched a small black bear, dark brown in color, walk around our garden 
at least two times without an attempt at getting our apples. He was obviously interested. 
Thank you Swan Valley Bear Resources!” 

Table 1. Lion Creek Fencing Project Summary 
Description/Specifications: 
Attractants Secured: Bees  
Linear Feet: 100 Feet 
Energizer:  Parmak Mag12SP Solar Energizer—1.1 Joule Output  
Fence Design: 5 alternating hot/cold wires  
Fencing/Contracting Costs 
Materials $389.33 
Subtotal $389.33 
Partner Financial Contributions 
USFWS Partners for Fish and Wildlife $389.33 
Subtotal $389.33 

Labor (valued at $20/hr) 
SVBR personnel $400 (20 hrs) 
 Landowners $200 (10 hrs) 
Subtotal $600  (30 hrs) 
Total Project Cost 
Total: Materials/Contracting/Labor $989.33 

SVBR’s Luke Lamar building an electric 

fence to secure chickens and goats. Photo 

by Adam Lieberg 
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As an example, project costs and labor for one permanent electric fence project are 
summarized in Table 1. 
 

Conflict Response 
SVBR staff strive to help local residents avoid bear conflicts before they occur, 

offering preventative actions such as property consultations, bear-resistant garbage 
containers, temporary or permanent electric fencing, and educational outreach materials.   

However, human/bear conflicts do occur on the landscape. SVBR coordinates with 
agency bear management specialists to respond to certain situations.  Due to the Swan 
Valley’s rural location, SVBR staff are able to communicate with agency bear specialists and 
respond to appropriate conflicts ideally saving agency bear managers a 70 mile one-way 
trip.  In addition, local residents may feel more comfortable talking to a local SVBR member 
of the community rather than an agency representative. SVBR can assess the scene and 
relay important information to agency bear management specialists or provide conflict 
information that otherwise might not get reported.  In certain situations, SVBR staff may be 
able to provide a solution, saving bear managers a trip altogether. 

Typical conflicts involve a bear obtaining unsecured attractants (garbage, bird seed, 
livestock grain, small livestock, etc.).  SVBR staff, in coordination with FWP bear managers, 
assess each situation and when feasible work with landowners to create a solution.  
Conflict response begins with SVBR personnel informing agency bear conflict management 
specialists to outline an appropriate response, often followed by cleaning up attractants, 
finding temporary or permanent solutions to secure specific bear attractants (bear-
resistant containers, electric fencing, etc.), and informally providing advice so that similar 
conflicts do not occur in the future.  

Table 3 below lists 2017 SVBR conflict responses.   

Table 3. 2017 Response to Reported Human-bear Conflict 

Month Location Conflict Response Rating* 

April Lion Creek 
Road 

Bear previously had 
broken through glass 
window panes to receive 
honey reward from 
apiary 

Worked with landowner to 
build permanent electric fence 
around apiary 

 3 

April Guest Ranch 
Road 

Bear killed chicken and 
received food reward 

Worked with FWP grizzly bear 
management specialist to put 
up temporary electric fence.  
SVBR worked with resident to 
build permanent electric fence 
at later date. 

3 

May Kraft Creek 
Road 

Bear had previously 
received garbage reward 

Delivered bear-resistant 
garbage can to landowner 

2     
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Table 3. 2017 Response to Reported Human-bear Conflict 

Month Location Conflict Response Rating* 

May River Road, 
Ferndale 

Bear had previously killed 
chickens and received 
food reward 

Worked with FWP grizzly bear 
management specialist to build 
permanent electric fence to 
secure chickens, orchard trees, 
and garden. 

 3 

June East of 
Hungry Bear 

Lamb Depredation Worked with landowner to 
monitor lamb depredations 
with game cameras and inform 
proper agency conflict 
specialists.  Turned out 
depredations were from 
mountain lion.  Informed 
landowner of benefits of 
electric fencing to avoid 
livestock conflicts. 

3     

September Dog Creek Bear on roadkill deer 
along Highway 83 

Relocated roadkill deer to help 
prevent bear from potentially 
getting hit along Highway 83 

Preventa
tive 

October Glacier Creek 
Road 

Grizzly Bear Mortality  Helped FWP grizzly bear 
management specialist locate 
and collect dead collared 
grizzly bear that had died from 
unknown causes. 

3     

November Old Barn 
Road 

Bear broke into garage 
and received food 
reward from elk carcass 
and garbage 

Responded by helping FWP 
grizzly bear management 
specialist put up and maintain 
temporary electric fencing and 
monitor with game camera's.  
Delivered a bear-resistant 
garbage can to landowner to 
contain garbage.  Also 
delivered bear-resistant 55-
gallon barrel to contain elk 
when temporary electric fence 
failed due to heavy, deep 
snow. 

3     

November Lindbergh 
Lake Road at 
Swan River 
Campsites 

Hunter reported bear 
feeding on deer in camp 
at night.  Deer was 
suspended from game 
hang, but did not meet 
food storage 
requirements. 

Bear did not return to site, and 
hunter left camp.  Bear Ranger 
met with future hunters at site 
to alert them of bears in the 
area and reminded them to 
hang game at least 10’ from 
ground.  

1 
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Table 3. 2017 Response to Reported Human-bear Conflict 

Month Location Conflict Response Rating* 

November Old Condon 
Ranger 
Station 

Bear reported feeding on 
deer hung in pole barn at 
Old Condon Ranger 
Station (USFS rental 
cabin) 

Bear Ranger talked to future 
hunters renting Old Condon 
and reminded them to store 
wild game according to food 
storage requirements. 

1 

November Glacier Creek 
Road 

Private resident reported 
grizzly coming in to 
suspended deer carcass 
hung in pole barn.  

Talked to private resident 
about storage options.  
Provided information on 
electrifying deer carcass. 

2 

+BRC – Bear Resistant Container 
*Rating system is used to qualify the type of human-bear conflict.  These levels are defined as: 
          Level 1 - Conflict such as a bear near people or around a home or business. 
          Level 2 - A bear that actively attempts to gain a food reward from human-based attractants such as bird 

feeders, garbage cans, etc.   
          Level 3 - Conflict that requires response by agency bear management specialists such as bear-caused 

damage to home or garage in an attempt to gain access to otherwise secured attractants. 

 

Outreach and Events 

Spring Bear Wake-Up Social 
Every year Swan Valley Bear 

Resources partners with various 
agencies and organizations to 
provide educational events aimed 
at promoting human-bear 
coexistence.  In April, SVBR hosted 
a Spring Bear Wake-Up Social at 
the Swan River community hall 
that featured presentations by FWP 
grizzly bear management 
specialists Tim Manley and Mike 
Madel.  About 75 local residents 
showed up to listen to the 
presentations, socialize, and learn 
about living in bear country.  The 
event not only provides 
informative, up-to-date 
information, but serves as an 

FWP Grizzly Bear Management Specialist Tim Manley 

giving presentation at Ferndale Spring Wake Up Social. 

Photo by Luke Lamar 
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annual reminder for residents to contain their bear attractants as bears emerge from 
hibernation. Table 4 summarizes the costs of hosting the event. 

 

 Bear Fair 
In June, SVBR held its 

popular summer event, the Bear 
Fair, at the Condon community hall.  
The purpose of the Bear Fair is to 
provide an informational, social 
event that is aimed at promoting 
human/bear coexistence and 
minimizing bear conflicts. The event 
was well attended by approximately 
150 participants. The event  

brought together regional bear 
experts, organizations, and 
companies to share information 
about bear ecology, behavior, 
conservation, and conflict reduction 
strategies. Presentations on bear 
behavior and research, recreation 

impacts on bears, and 
conflict management were 
presented by Lori Roberts 
(MTFWP), Jennifer Fortin-
Noreus (Grizzly Bear 
Recovery Office, USFWS), 
and Tim Manley (MTFWP).  
Exhibits and demonstrations 
were provided by SVBR, Vital 
Ground, Counter Assault, 
Montana’s Outdoor Legacy 
Foundation, Center for 
Wildlife Information, 
Defenders of Wildlife, 
Montana Land Reliance, and  

Table 4. 2017 Spring Bear Wake Up Social Cost 
Item Cost 

Food $157.00 
Community Hall Rental $30.00 
Advertising $198.00 
Ice $13.14 
Total Cost $398.14 

Participants interacting with vendors at the Condon Bear 

Fair. Photo by Luke Lamar 

Youngsters enjoying the Bear Fair!  Photo by Alissa Anderson 



 

13 Swan Valley Bear Resources| Annual Report 2017 

Cenex CHS. These vendors provided valuable 
information about bear pepper spray use and 
effectiveness, electric fencing, grizzly bear 
linkage zones, conservation easements, bear-
resistant trash cans, and bear identification.  
In addition, many other bear experts were 
invited to be in attendance to provide guests 
the opportunity to share and learn bear-
related information in an informal manner.   

Between presentations, the audience was 
able to mingle, ask questions, and talk about 
living with bears with the presenters, 
organizations, and bear-related 
professionals. Table 5 summarizes expenses 
for the 2017 Bear Fair. SVBR staff time is not 
included.  

Swan Valley Bear News 
SVBR annually publishes Swan Valley 

Bear News, which is included in Swan Valley Connections’ autumn newsletter.  The 
newsletter is sent out to about 1,700 of SVC’s subscribers.  Swan Valley Bear News typically 
includes articles written by SVBR staff or local agency bear management specialists 
concerning annual natural bear food availability, research, biology, conflict management, 
new data, interesting bear stories, or SVBR activities.  The goal of the publication is to 
provide another form of outreach to educate people about living in bear country.  To read 
the 2017 Swan Valley Bear News, please refer to 
http://www.swanvalleyconnections.org/swan-valley-bear-resources/ 
 

Swan Valley Connections Visitor Center 
 Swan Valley Connections has a visitor center that is staffed by a full-time employee.  
The visitor center contains a mounted grizzly bear, Counter Assault pepper spray and bear-
related books for sale, and free SVBR brochures and pamphlets.  New residents that stop by 
the visitor center are provided with a free ‘living with wildlife’ packet that contains 
information about living in bear country, attractants and how to secure them, and 
resources available to help minimize conflicts.  With help from SVBR staff, inert cans of 
bear pepper spray are also available to visitors to get hands-on experience with how to 
properly deploy the spray.  Some SVBR staff have office space in the visitor center, and are 
readily available to answer any bear-related questions that may arise from visitors.  In 
addition, the visitor center office manager answers many bear-related questions and 
provides tips on how to safely recreate and camp in bear country.  In 2017, bears were 
discussed with approximately 1,558 visitors.  

Partnerships 

Table 5. 2017 Bear Fair Budget 

Item Cost 

SVBR:   

Food  $350.00 

Tent Rental $150.00 

Portable Toilets Rental $160.00 

Community Hall Rental $30.00 

Lemonade/Coffee/Paper Plates $31.67 

Advertising $138.00 

Kids Fake Tattoos  $61.20 

Kids Face Paint $10.99 

Beer $64.00 

Ice $11.70 

    

Total Cost $1,007.56 

http://www.swanvalleyconnections.org/swan-valley-bear-resources/
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SVBR has many valued partners and could not provide the resources available 
without the help from many agencies, organizations, companies, and private individuals.  
SVBR is always looking to bolster current partnerships and continues to seek out new ones.  
In 2014, SVBR became the proud recipient of the Vital Ground Foundation’s first ever 
“Community Bear Aware Grant.”  Vital Ground has expanded its conservation goals to 
include reducing conflicts between bears and humans by encouraging and supporting “bear 
aware” communities within Vital Ground’s priority project areas.  In 2017, Vital Ground 
once again showed its commitment to supporting key partners to protect grizzlies by again 
awarding SVC with a generous grant.  Supporting partners like Vital Ground, as well as 
donors, ensure SVBR’s staff and programs are fully funded and capable.  SVBR is fortunate 
to have a valued partner in Vital Ground and both organizations share common objectives 
to support grizzly bear outreach efforts in the Swan Valley.  

SVBR is also proud to have partnered with the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee 
for the first time in 2017, who helped provide key funding for the Condon Bear Fair 
expenses.  

Monitoring 

Human-bear Conflicts 
Swan Valley Bear Resources (SVBR) works with the USFS, USFWS, DNRC and FWP to 

document both major and minor bear conflicts reported within the valley.  This 
documentation provides annual data on human-bear conflicts reported within the valley. 

As stated above, human-bear conflicts are documented at 3 different levels. Level 1 
is the lowest level of conflict such as a bear around a home or business.  Level 2 is classified 
as a bear that actively attempts to gain a food reward from human-based attractants such 
as bird feeders, garbage cans, etc.  A level 3 conflict is classified as any human-bear conflict 
that requires response by agency bear management specialists such as bear-caused 
damage to a home or garage in an attempt to gain access to otherwise secured attractants. 

Reported bear conflicts to SVBR are described above for 2017 in the Conflict 
Response section.  Figure 3 summarizes reported conflicts to SVBR from 2009 to 2017 by 
level for each year.   
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Results and trends should be interpreted with caution.  Research has shown that 
human-bear conflict regarding human attractants depends in part on the seasonal variation 
influencing quality and quantity of natural foods available to bears. For example, managers 
often observe low rates of bears seeking out human food if a berry crop is abundant in a 
particular year.  Similarly, conflict rates regarding human attractants may be much higher 
in years where natural foods are not as abundant. Further, not all bear conflicts may be 
reported.  Based on SVBR’s work with residents in the Swan Valley, not every instance of a 
bear finding human garbage, dog food, grain, or other attractant is reported.  Often bear 
conflicts are not reported until the bear returns to a resident’s property multiple times and 
the resident feels the conflict is important/dangerous enough to report.   

Bear Ranger 
The Swan Valley Bear Ranger is a position cooperatively funded through private 

grants, FWS, USFS, and DNRC.  The bear ranger offers various educational programming to 
local schools, private groups, and agency field crews.  The bear ranger also visits 
designated campgrounds, dispersed sites, and hunting camps to discuss appropriate bear 
food storage techniques and regulations with campers. In the summer of 2017, the bear 
ranger visited campgrounds from May to the end of November. Campers/campsites visited 
by the bear ranger and educational programs are summarized in Tables 6 and 7.  
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Table 6. Camper/Hunter Outreach 2017 
Campsite visitation and discussion with campers about bear food storage requirements and    
recommendations for camping in bear country. 

Description # People # Campsites 

People approached about food storage (May 25th – Oct. 16th) 150 75 

Figure 3. Reported number of human-bear conflicts to SVBR by level from 2009 to 
2017. 
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As part of the Southwest Crown of the Continent Initiative, the USFS was able to 
purchase and pay for the installation of 10 bear-resistant food storage lockers in 2016.  In 
2017, the USFS attached the bear-resistant food storage lockers to the concrete pads in 
Swan Lake and Holland Lake Campgrounds.  

 Future Goals 
SVBR continues to refine its goals, grow in capability, learn from past experiences, 

and evolve to meet the needs of the Swan Valley.   

With the momentum built in 2017, SVBR is looking forward to 2018 with plans to 
continue our services, but also improve and expand regionally.  SVBR has always offered 
services to the upper Swan Valley community.  In 2018, SVBR will continue expand 
resources and educational opportunities into the communities of Swan Lake and Ferndale.   

In 2018, SVBR plans to host a Spring Bear Wake-up Social at the Condon Community 
Hall, which serves as an annual reminder to local residents to secure their bear attractants.   
The event will host two informative bear presentations for the public and will include beer 
and appetizers.  

 SVBR also plans to return the summer Bear Fair to the greater Ferndale area in 
2018.  The Bear Fair template is designed to create a forum where members of the public 
can interact with specialists to get the best and most current information on co-existing 
with bears.  The event will host a variety of professionals including agency grizzly bear 
conflict managers, researchers, and specialists. In addition, electric fencing, bear spray, 
land trust, living-with-wildlife, and conservation organizations will be in attendance. The 
event will include electric fencing exhibits and bear pepper spray demonstrations. This 
forum allows the public to talk informally with bear managers and experts and explore 
site-specific solutions to securing attractants on their own properties. 

Hunters about food storage and bear ID (Oct. 23rd – Nov. 27th) 20 15 

 Total 170 90 

Table 7. Bear Education   2017 
Information on food storage, bear behavior, bear pepper spray, safety during bear encounters,  
bear biology, habitat, and best practices for living with bears 

Description # People Age Range (yrs.) Program Type 

Bigfork Elementary – Living with Bears 60 11 Classroom 

Swan Lake Ranger District Bear Safety 
and Training 

60 18-60 Training 

Wildlife in the West –Bear Ecology 12 20-28 Field trip 

Canterbury School Bear Day 12 17-18 Field Trip 

 Total 144 -- -- 
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SVBR has hosted seven other bear fairs in the Condon community, and one in 
Ferndale (50 miles to the north) over the past ten years.  Past bear fair events in the 
Condon area have hosted 150-300 people.  At each event, SVBR has collected feedback from 
attendees and used this information to better tailor the public event to more effectively 
inform the public.  Thus, SVBR believes that it has created a highly effective bear fair 
template that can be shared with other communities and organizations. 

Continuing to meet the growing demand to build electric fences to secure 
attractants remains high on SVBR’s priority list in the future. SVBR already has several 
permanent electric fences planned for 2018, as well as multiple other landowners 
interested in designing and constructing fences.  In addition, SVBR plans to partner with 
FWP grizzly bear management specialists to build a permanent electric fence that is 
conducive to containing goats.   

SVBR also plans to explore the feasibility of holding a workshop for other interested 
partners who also work regionally building electric fences.  The goal of the workshop will 
be to share expertise, explore different fencing methods, and share innovative techniques. 

In addition, SVBR plans to update the content and photos in its brochures.    

SVBR also hopes to install 20 additional bear-resistant locker boxes at popular USFS 
campgrounds for bicyclists.  Campers traveling by bicycle typically do not have a vehicle or 
a simple means to store bear attractants when camping.   Installation of locker boxes at 
popular sites for bicycle campers would provide simple and easy to use storage of bear 
attractants.   

The USFS also plans to improve existing game hangs located at dispersed sites 
around the Swan Valley.  Hunters camp at dispersed sites and use “unofficial” game hangs 
for harvested game while in camp.  During the fall of 2017, three different conflicts were 
reported of grizzly bears feeding on suspended game in camp.   The USFS intends to 
improve game hangs at dispersed sits so hunters may still hang game, but the game will 
meet food storage requirements and be suspended 10 feet of the ground and four feet from 
a tree.  
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) 
U.S. Forest Service (USFS) 
The Vital Ground Foundation 
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