
The Confluence 
Spring 2022



From the Board Chair

2

Welcome to another eventful and exciting 
year for Swan Valley Connections (SVC)!

  My name is Helene Michael, and I 
have the privilege this year of chairing the SVC 
Board of Directors as we continue to expand 
and align our organization’s education and 
conservation strategies, while improving our 
surroundings together with our 
growing community.
 First, I’d like to extend a special 
welcome to our newest employee, Eli Estey, 
and our three new board members, Steve 
Kloetzel, Christian Wohlfeil and Chad Bauer, 
who joined us this year. I’d also like to give a 
special thank you to our generous donors and 
supporters, and all our community residents, 
who make our valley the extraordinary place 
it is. 
  Secondly, I’d like to offer a heartfelt 
“Thank you” to Barb Raible, who chaired our board for the past 4 years, and to the outgoing 
directors, Rich, Larry, Alex, and Scott, who together spent hours and years learning, 
engaging, and teaching to ensure SVC’s future success. Your passion for the Swan Valley is 
palpable, and you each made a huge difference for Swan Valley Connections! 
 We all want to contribute to leaving this incredible valley “a little better than we 
found it,” whether you were born and raised here, have lived here for years, or are a new 
resident to this growing community. Talking to people over the years, I’ve found that we 
all desire a similar future for the Swan Valley: to have a productive, proud, and supportive 
community, and a healthy, accessible, and connected environment. We long for it to remain 
a place where we, and our children, can continue to explore, learn, and contribute towards 
a positive influence in this world.
 What is it that I personally appreciate about living in this magical place? The people, 
the fresh air, the plentiful waters, the beautiful forests and magnificent mountains, and of 
course the incredibly diverse animal kingdom and rich plant life we are blessed with when 
we step out of our homes. This valley currently provides us with an exceptional and rare 
quality of life. 
 It also allows me to connect with myself, my family, our neighbors, and our 
wild surroundings. It teaches me what to do, what to be aware of, and what I should be 
concerned or cautious about; the lessons this land offers are endless and invaluable. This 
life is so precious, but it can be very fleeting, both for us as individuals and for our valley.
 Nothing is for free, and nothing lasts forever, which is why I am so appreciative of 
being part of Swan Valley Connections’ effort to help me and every landowner understand 
how to safely live with wildlife, and how to keep a healthy and thriving forest and watershed, 
which in turn creates a safer place for us all to live. 
 I also enjoy the opportunities to learn about wildflowers, tracking, and gardening, 
and those that allow me to be part of something greater than myself – cleaning up the 
roads, picking the invasive weeds, erecting fences to protect the aspen groves, or keeping 
predators out of our chicken coops and garbage cans. 
 The many facets of SVC’s education and involvement in the community are far-
reaching. So, together, let’s learn and improve on what we have, and come to understand 
what it will take to preserve this wonderful place we call home.
 Thank you for what you do in your own backyard; Swan Valley Connections and 
I look forward to working with you, so we can all “leave our valley a little better than we 
found it” year after year.

 Thank you and take good care,

 

 Helene Michael, Board Chair
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Sunday, July 10, 2022 • 3pm-6:30pm
Holland Lake Lodge • Condon, Montana

Summer Soirée Summer Soirée 
in thein the  SwanSwan

ticket includes 
hors d’oeuvres

hosted bar 
live music 

by Jeffrey Foucault 
silent + online 

auctions

Sponsored by Holland Lake Lodge

SAVE THE DATE

Registration information coming soon!Registration information coming soon!

$50 Early bird tickets on sale May 1st
$75 each starting June 1st
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Annual Report

The financial position of Swan Valley Connections (SVC) improved in fiscal year 2021 despite tremendous challenges resulting 
from the COVID-19 global pandemic.  SVC achieved multiple positive budget variances through prudent management of 
expenses, combined with Payroll Protection Program funds from Congress and the administration, and the continued 

generosity of private citizens, foundations, and business partners.  SVC is a nonprofit organization exempt from federal 
income taxes under the provisions of the Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

As we turn our focus towards FY2022, SVC remains excited for its conservation efforts to be delivered via multiple channels. 
A key project for this year includes the Swan River National Wildlife Refuge wetland restoration project.  This is a prime 
example of how SVC expands the capacity of government agencies and other partners to achieve visible and impactful 

conservation work in the Swan Valley watershed.  SVC’s accredited collegiate programs continue to see steady enrollment.  
The Education Committee continues to refine the curriculum and address the learning appetite for private land stewardship 

best practices, water conservation, management of wildlife habitat, and community involvement for data collection to 
support agency management decisions. In summary, the board and staff seek to inspire conservation and connect a vibrant 

community of diverse peoples to invest in and benefit from our work.

Summarized financial information is shown above, and is a product of exceptional governance and oversight.  SVC maintains 
and enforces financial policies and dual controls, ensuring the accuracy of reported financial condition and performance.   

 Page 1 of 1

Dec-20 Dec-21
ASSETS

Current Assets
Cash & Equivalents 509,510 508,566
Accounts Receivable 78,425 287,961
Inventory 4,698 4,864
Prepaid Expenses 11,513 14,748

Total Current Assets 604,146 816,139

Fixed Assets
Equipment 1,100 1,100
Vehicle 107,230 112,730
Land 282,000 282,000
Accumulated Depreciation (56,711) (77,559)

Total Fixed Assets 333,619 318,271

Investments 37,075 42,476

TOTAL ASSETS 974,840 1,176,886

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable 4,187 69,938
Payroll Liabilities 53,960 60,364
Tuition Deposits 10,700 16,390

Total Current Liabilities 68,847 146,692
Long Term Liabilities

Loans 87,957 48,893
Total Long Term Liabilities 87,957 48,893

Total Liabilities 156,804 195,585

Net Assets
Unrestricted Net Assets 593,870 696,283
Board Designated Net Assets 183,394 208,394
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 8,223 43,075
Permanently Restricted Net Assets 32,549 33,549

Total Net Assets 818,036 981,301

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 974,840 1,176,886

swan valley connections
summary balance sheet

as of december 31, 2021
Summary Profit & Loss 2021

Revenue: 2020 2021
Government Agency Grants & Contracts 347,657 546,772
Tuition & Course Fees 4,720 135,235
Private Foundation & NGO Grants 159,600 89,709
Donations 177,033 242,796
Program Services, Events & Other 57,487 65,467
Investment Income/(Loss) & Interest 5,510 6,078
Total Revenue 752,007 1,086,057

Expenses:
Stewardship & Restoration 72,678 262,604
Education 80,498 121,751
Wildlife & Aquatics 126,900 151,648
Recreational Trails 49,667 56,712
Outreach & Communications 53,269 64,400
Public Info & Visitor Services 27,186 38,990
Conservation 44,698 17,123
Elk Creek & Swan Legacy Forest Mgmt 23,485 9,091
Total Program Expenses 478,381 722,319
Facilities 0 0
Administration & Fundraising 162,148 179,625
Depreciation 19,913 20,848
Total Expenses 660,442 922,792

Net Surplus/(Deficit) 91,565 163,265

Other Income:

Total Change In Net Assets 91,565 163,265

Warmly,

Donn Lassila, Treasurer
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www.swanvalleyconnections.org/giving

Stewardship & 
Restoration, 29.12%

Conservation, 1.90%

Wildlife & Aquatics, 
16.81%

Recreational Trails, 6.29%

Community Outreach & 
Visitor Services, 11.46%

Education, 13.50%

Elk Creek & Swan Legacy Forest 
Management, 1.01%

Operating Expenses & 
Fundraising, 19.92%

2021 Operating Expenses

Gov't Agency Grants & 
Contracts, 40.04%

Gov't Agency Grants 
Passed Thru to Private 

Landowners, 10.30%

Foundations & NGO 
Grants, 8.26%

Tuition & Course Fees, 
12.45%

Donations, 22.36%

Other Operating 
Revenue, 6.03%

Interest & Investment 
Income, 0.56%

2021 Revenue

FUELS 
REDUCTION

11 projects 

179.5 acres

containers

LAND STEWARDSHIP

1492 acres

254  

BEETLE REPELLENT

SWAN 
VALLEY 
BEAR 

RESOURCES

a c r e s

43
3 electric 
fences

WETLAND/STREAM 
RESTORATION1  project     
1  acre

landowners 
and projects

acres
managed

1725

129
7170
52

landowners

packets

67 landowners
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rare carnivore monitoring volunteers

wildlife tracks & sign class

wildlife in the west (forests & communities) wildlife in the west with CSKT fisheries

summer soirée in the swannative fish monitoring with USFS

swans and cygnet at glacier slough

community firewood day

2021 Year  in Review2021 Year  in Review
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wildlife tracks & sign 
certification course

wildlife in the west (grizzly bear ecology)

arrowleaf balsamroot on swan legacy forest

flight over the swan valley with ecoflight landscape & livelihood backpacking trip

landscape & livelihood at the homestead

mission mountains youth crew and 
university of montana bird ecology lab

2021 Year  in Review2021 Year  in Review

rare carnivore monitoring, photo by rob g. green
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 Relaxed. Calm. Lighter. Refreshed. Energized. These are 
just a few of the words that people frequently use to describe 
how they feel following a forest bathing walk.
 Also known as shinrin-yoku and forest therapy, forest 
bathing is a different way of experiencing nature than most 
people are used to. It’s an opportunity to allow yourself to 
disconnect from everyday stressors, awaken your senses, and 
deepen your connection with the more-than-human-world. 
When you go out with a certified forest therapy guide, you learn 
how to slow down and tap into your senses, without any other 
goal or focus. Stress and concerns seem to slip away as you 
become present in the moment. You’ll discover greater detail 
than you may have previously noticed in the objects you see, 
hear, smell, taste and touch. Slowing down allows your brain 
and your body to relax from the hectic pace it’s used to. As 
simple as it sounds, it’s remarkably effective. 
 Forest bathing is an evidence-based practice and 
part of a growing global wellness movement, backed by 
more than 30 years of scientific research on the physiological 
and psychological benefits of immersing yourself in nature. 
Research continues to reveal scientific evidence for what most 
of us already feel inside—that is, nature is good for us. Some 
would even say it’s therapeutic. 
 The practice began in Japan in 1982, where it’s known 
as shinrin-yoku. Shinrin means “forest” and yoku means “bath.” 
It’s a reference to taking in or (metaphorically speaking) bathing 
in the forest atmosphere. So, in case you were wondering, 
there’s no need to bring a towel, just a willingness to slow 
down and engage your senses with the natural world. In Japan, 
the definition of shinrin-yoku has recently expanded to include 
“forest medicine,” a form of preventative medicine. 

Among the health benefits associated with forest bathing are: 
• Reduced blood pressure
• Reduced depression
• Reduced anxiety 
• Reduced stress
• Improved mood
• Improved sleep 
• Improved cognitive functioning
• Improved energy levels
• Boosted immune system functions

By Ellen Horowitz

Forest Bathing: 
more than a walk in the woods

It’s an opportunity to allow your-
self to disconnect from everyday 
stressors, awaken your senses, 

and deepen your connection with 
the more-than-human world.

“

Interested in trying forest bathing? Ellen will be leading a 
three-hour session with us on Saturday, May 7th. Learn more 

and register at www.swanvalleyconnections.org/events
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Not your typical walk in the woods 

 While forest bathing is inspired by shinrin-yoku, and 
most often thought of as a wellness practice, it’s also about 
human connection to the natural world. During a forest bathing 
session, your guide will lead you on a slow, gentle walk or 
provide opportunities to sit quietly, while offering simple, 
sensory invitations to strengthen your awareness of and 
relationship with nature. 
 Invitations are similar to activities, except that you can 
adapt or modify them any way that feels comfortable to you. 
Each participant is free to follow their heart or body in that 
moment. An invitation might prompt you to observe what’s in 
motion, to notice scents, or to sit with a tree or other being as if 
they’re an old friend. 
 As we restore our connection with nature, we restore 
ourselves. In turn, as we deepen our relationship with nature, 
we often develop a greater appreciation and will to preserve 
the natural world. 
 Following each invitation, participants regroup to 
share some of the things they notice. These gatherings help to 
reinforce our experiences through social connection. There is 
no right or wrong way to share, no judgement, and silence is a 
perfectly acceptable response.
 Expect to have fun, reawaken your sense of wonder 
and awe, experience the healing benefits of the forest, learn 
ways to incorporate forest bathing into your everyday life, and 
enjoy a cup of forest tea at the end of the session.

Frequently Asked Questions:

Q: Do I need to be a hiker to participate?

A:  No. Forest bathing prides itself on not being a physically-
demanding practice. Unlike many outdoor adventures, you do 
not need to be an experienced outdoors person or an athlete to 
take part in this practice. 

Q: How far do you walk?

A: Some walks may cover one-half mile in distance. Often, we 
venture no farther than 100 to 200 yards from our starting place. 

Q:  Will you be sharing naturalist information during the forest 
bathing walk?

A:  Forest bathing is not a nature walk, but rather, it’s about 
your experience with nature. At the end of our session, there 
may be time for you to ask natural history questions. 

Q: What should I bring for a 3-hour walk?

A:  Bring a lightweight camp chair or stool, yoga mat or some 
kind of sit-upon. Bring water and a snack. Be prepared for any 
kind of weather – rain, sleet or sunshine. Dress much warmer 
than you think you need to, since we don’t generate much heat 
while forest bathing. Carry some extra clothing layers (including 
hat and gloves) in a day pack or carry bag.

Opposite page and top right images by Antonio Ibarra-Olivares. 
Bottom image by Ellen Horowitz
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 As the progress of winter begins to slow and the 
snowpack recedes, the first chickadees sing their bright and 
simple songs in the valley. I step outside into a warmer-than-
yesterday’s predawn to be greeted by the squelch of mud 
beneath my boots and the high honks of Canada geese (Branta 
canadensis), the first of the season to fly overhead. 
 Beneath the snow, our valley’s true hibernators 
grow restless and begin to emerge from the solace of their 
hibernaculum. Overwintering seeds prepare to sprout, and 
already-rooted perennial plants grow excited by the lengthening 
of the days. High above, in the still-harsh environment of the 
subalpine zone, the whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis) reaches 
skyward and pumps its foliage full of fresh chlorophyll pigments 
in preparation of the sun-filled months to come.
 As spring gives way to summer and the sun warms the 
slopes, the canopies of the whitebark pine offer shade to the 
rapidly dissipating snowpack. To some, the persistent snow 
fields of the subalpine zone offer nothing but an opportunity 
to post-hole through the mountains well into the summer. 
As frustrating as some may find these late-July snowpacks, 
for those of us who inhabit the mountainous Northwest, we 
appreciate how they shelter one of our most sacred resources: 
water.
 The presence of healthy whitebark pine stands in the 
subalpine zone plays a key role in their preservation into the 
late season. This special tree species exhibits a characteristically 
broad, overarching canopy, a trait uncommon among other 
subalpine tree species such as the subalpine fir (Abies 
lasiocarpa). This canopy provides copious amounts of shade to 
our subalpine snowpack, allowing for a more gradual rate of 
snow melt. In turn, this can help to provide a reliable source of 
water, even in times of severe drought. 
 As spring turns to summer and the breeding birds 
have returned, dead whitebark pine trees, or “snags”, serve 

Why Care about Whitebarks?
all about a subalpine keystone species

By Eli Estey

as excellent hosts for species such as the Northern flicker 
(Colaptes auratus). Flickers are known as a primary cavity 
nester, or a species capable of excavating their own cavities to 
be used as nests, a trait not present in all cavity-nesting species. 
In fact, the hollows excavated by Northern flickers are often 
utilized by species such as the mountain chickadee (Poecile 
gambeli) and mountain bluebird (Sialia currucoides), which are 
not typically capable of excavating their own cavities (making 
them secondary cavity nesters). 
 In addition to avian species, the cavities of whitebark 
pine stands may also be utilized by a variety of mammals. The 
Northern red squirrel (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus) is one example 
of a mammalian species known to utilize whitebark pine cavities, 
though even mustelids such as the American marten (Martes 
americana) may utilize them in certain areas. Mammalian usage 
of whitebark pine cavities, however, has not been extensively 
studied.
 On top of all of the ecosystem functions noted so far, 
these high elevation pines produce some of the most nutritious 
seeds of any conifer, and are especially high in nutritional 
value when compared to other species of the subalpine zone. 
These fat-rich seeds are utilized by a full suite of wildlife species 
ranging from the grizzly bear (Ursus arctos horribilis) and the 
Clark’s nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana), to the Northern red 
squirrel. The production of this delicacy, however, does not only 
benefit those species which feed directly on the seed. This food 
source facilitates the flow of nutrients through the entire trophic 
system of this area. From bears to birds, and ground squirrels 
to badgers, whitebark pine holds together an important piece 
of our peaks. A piece that if removed, would have a cascading 
impact on the subalpine zone as we understand it.
 White pine blister rust, a disease caused by an invasive 
species of rust fungus (Cronartium ribicola) is having a 
tremendous impact on the health and survivability of the vast 

Above left: A fully mature whitebark pine cone before and after being foraged by an American red 
squirrel. Above right: The hind left track of an American badger on the lookout for Columbian ground

squirrels, found beneath the canopy of a whitebark pine.



majority of whitebark pine trees. In addition to this disease, 
these trees are threatened by our rapidly changing climate, 
our history of suppressing wildfire (whitebark pine relies on 
wildfire disturbance), and the increase of mountain pine beetle 
(Dendroctonus ponderosae) outbreaks; with the amount of 
challenges only rising, the future of the whitebark pine appears 
quite dismal. Currently, much research is being done to better 
our understanding of how whitebark pine is responding to 
these compounding threats, as well as how we can aid in this 
species’ recovery through proactive management. 
 Humans have connected with whitebark pine, and the 
ecosystems which they support, for time immemorial. I hope 
that this article may inspire you to venture into the home of 
the whitebark pine and to take the time to observe—noticing 
the species interactions around you, searching out healthy and 
unhealthy trees, and beginning to form a stronger connection 
with this amazing and vulnerable species. Anecdotal observation 
and research can play a key role in bettering our understanding 
of these species, particularly in remote areas. 
 May you enjoy the coming of spring and find solace in 
facilitating new connections to your ecosystems.

 

The bark of a young whitebark pine tree severely infected 
with white pine blister rust.

The Dodging Dogbane 
By Andrea DiNino

The dogbane tiger moth earned its name from its caterpillar-
stage reliance on dogbane plants for food, along with its 

black-spotted yellow abdomen, which gives it a tigerish 
appearance as it flutters by you. 

Also known as the Delicate cycnia, don’t be fooled by its 
name (or its appearance) into thinking this dainty insect is a 

hopeless and defenseless morsel for birds and bats alike. 

How do you stop the fatal attack of a predator who thrives in night 
hunting like the Big Brown Bat, when your own wingspan is only 30-40 

millimeters? 

When chemical signals fail to protect you, perhaps you learn its secret 
language to throw off its attack. Thought to use clicks similar to that 
of echolocation, dogbane tiger moths have been observed letting out 

these signals at the very last moment of a bat attack. 

Whether they’re actually interfering with the bat’s frequency with their 
tiny, mighty clicks, or just sending out a convincing, self-slandering “You 
won’t like me! I’m gross!” warning, they’ve found a way to deter their 
nighttime predators, allowing them to survive another day, so they can 
continue to flit around, climbing verdant blades of grass in the warmth of 
the setting spring and summer sun.
(Dogbane tiger moths are not extremely common in the Swan Valley, although 
this one was photographed here.)

11
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2021 Rare Carnivore Monitoring Results2021 Rare Carnivore Monitoring Results

Thank you to all of our Southwestern Crown of the Continent Collaborative’s Rare Carnivore Monitoring Project 
partners-U.S. Forest Service, The Nature Conservancy of Montana, Bureau of Land Management, and the Blackfoot 

Challenge-who help to make this monitoring work happen across ownerships and across a large landscape. 

Total Unique Wolverine Individuals: 13 
(7 male, 6 female)

• One male wolverine was detected at different bait stations 
ranging about 40 miles, is nicknamed “Skunk Bear,” and was 
seen with a large chunk of fur missing from his back.

• Two wolverines were observed traveling together at a bait 
station 

Total Unique Canada Lynx Individuals: 35 
(21 male, 14 female)

• We have seen a shift in distribution of lynx, finding them 
more established in the Swan and several ~15 year old burn 
areas throughout the SW Crown. 

• No individuals from Rice Ridge Burn area showed up in any 
new areas.

• One male lynx crossed highway 83 in 2021

Field Journal HighlightsKatelyn Yockey WiW ‘21 Sara Soroka L&L ‘21
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New in 2022
We’re thrilled to welcome three new board members and two new advisors to our team this year!

To learn more about them, visit www.swanvalleyconnections.org/board

TIM LOVE served as District Ranger for the Seeley Lake 
Ranger District on the Lolo National Forest for nearly 

twenty years. He is currently serving as Coordinator for 
the Montana Forest Collaboration Network & served as 
an adjunct, teaching forest planning at the College Of 
Forestry & Conservation at the University of Montana. 
Tim serves as a Public Information Officer with a Type 1 

Incident Management Team.

CHAD BAUER
Chad has lived in Western Montana his entire life and has spent a tremendous amount of time 
in the Swan Valley for both recreation and work. Chad is the Municipal Manager for Republic 

Services, and further serves his community on the following boards: Montana Chamber 
Foundation Board, Missoula Chamber of Commerce, Missoula Education Foundation, 

Montana Solid Waste Contractor Association, and the Governor’s appointed Water Pollution 
Control Advisory Council.

CHRISTIAN WOHLFEIL
Christian first came to Montana as a young teenager and moved for good to the Swan Valley 
in 1999. Christian has owned Holland Lake Lodge since 2002 and is awed by Montana’s vast 

landscape and the fragility of the wilderness. He is a Leadership Missoula Alum who has 
volunteered with Defenders of Wildlife and as a judge with Blackstone’s Ruffatto Business 

Startup Challenge. Christian currently serves on the Board of Directors of Youth Homes. 

Ad
vi

so
rs

GARY WOLFE is a lifelong outdoorsman and 
conservationist. His first professional natural resources job 

was as a seasonal ranger at Mount Rainier and Big Bend 
National Parks. Gary has also served as the second field 

director for the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, executive 
director of Vital Ground and the Cinnabar Foundation, and 
as western Montana’s representative on the Montana Fish 

and Wildlife Commission.

STEVEN KLOETZEL
Since April 2004, Steve has worked for The Nature 

Conservancy of Montana as their Western Montana 
Land Steward. Prior to joining TNC, he spent 10 
years as a Restoration Ecologist with Bitterroot 
Restoration, Inc. of Corvallis, MT, and 3 years as 

Habitat Restoration Botanist for the Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead 

Reservation. Steve lives in the heart of the Blackfoot 
Valley, on a conserved ‘ranchito’ with his nature-

immersed family
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Thank you to all of our 2021 Supporters!

Barrett Adams · Kim Abrahamson · Audra Adelberger · David Amnotte · Maren Amnotte · Kvande Anderson · Gordon Ash · James Ash  
Carolyn Baker · Paul Ballinger · Sarah Bates · Eric Baugh · Emily Beck · George Beck · Mike Beevers · Bob Behnke · Stephen Bell · Mark 

Benedict · William Beyer · Judd Binley · Susanna Bogue · Donald Bosslet · Susan Bracken · Nancy Braun · William Brenner · Peggy Brewer  
Chris Brick · Jeffrey Brodie · Michelle Brodie · Charles Brown · Bill Bullock · Daniel Burden · Bob Burke · Devannie Burke · Sarah Calhoun  

Susan Cameron · Thomas Camp · Clay Campbell · Doug Chadwick · Richard Chamberlain · Dave Coover · Petra Coover · Bill Cory · Rebecca 
Coursey · Gayle Crane · Don Cross · Toy Lynn Cross · Sue Cushman · Anne Dahl · Kathryn DeMaster · Paul DeKaye · Concezio DiNino 

 Linda DiNino · Dan Doak · Janet Downey · Scott Doyle · Dale Dufour · Mae Nan Ellingson · Betsey Ellis ·  Stephen Ellis · Marianne Evenhuis  
Sarah Faye · Rachel Feigley · Rueben Fink · Mary Fitzsimon · Tom Fitzsimon · Cynthia Ford · Raymond Fox · Lawrence Garlick · Pamela 
Garlick · Kirk Garratt · Nicholas Gistaro · Henry Goetz · Sharon Gressle · Jane Grochowski · Leanna Grubaugh · Joanne Guyer · Monica 
Haaland · Nancy Hager · Allyson Halm · Pete Halm · Toni Hampton · Bethany Hannah · Debbie Harr · Doug Harwood · Carol Harwood  

George Hashisaki · Roe Hatlen · Dottie Heath · Leo Heath · Charlotte Heldstab · Bob Herron · David Holmes · Ginger Holmes · Christine 
Holt · Marcel Huijser · John Jacobs · Joseph Jannotta · Judy Jessup · Bud Jewett · Patricia Johnson · Roger Johnson · Lisa Johnson · Ron 

Johnston · Sharon Johnston · Bill Junkermier · Sarah Kainrath · Dennis Kellogg · Jeff Kemp · David Kenmir · Colleen Kesterson · Annie 
Kilgour · Linda King · Yvonne Kinsey · Pete Klein · Steve Kloetzel · Robert Korechoff · Julie Kotschevar · Patricia Kulzer · Claudia Kux  

 Chris La Tray · Ali Laird · Julia Lakes · Sharon Lamar · Steve Lamar · Barbara Lancaster · Bill Langlas · Jean Langlas · William Langlas  Donn 
Lassila · Land Lindbergh · Shane Lisowski · Donald Lodmell · Kathryn Logan · Aubrie Loroña · James Maier · Maria Mantas · Gerald Marks  

Roger Marshall · Anthony Martorana · Joe Mayernik · Connie McCabe · Elaine McClain · Thomas McCleerey · Will McCormick  Brian 
McDonald · Karen McGrath · John McMahon · Malcolm McMillen · Carol McQuade · Alexander Metcalf · Dixie Meyer · Neil Meyer 

 Helene Michael · Lori Micken · Mary Miester · John Miller · Kathleen Millspaugh · Thomas Mitchell · Dennis Monson · Hailey Moore · David 
Moskowitz · Jerye Motschman · Matthew Mulligan · Jenny Murney · Rick Murney · Thomas Nelson · Alan Newell · Colleen Nicholson  
Stephen Nicodemus · Christian Nygren · Patrick O’Herren · Laura Orvidas · John O’Steen · Stephen Page · Linda Palmer · Grant Parker  

Tom Parker ·  Bill Peabody ·  Patricia Peebles ·  Marsha Penner ·  Deborah Perkins ·  Leo Perkins ·  Anne Peters ·  Peter Pitterle ·  Dick Porte   
William Portman ·  Leslie Preston-Day ·  Gayle Prunhuber ·  Jim Quinn · Terry Quinn · Barbara Raible · Joe Raible · Kalin Raible · Robert 

Rasmussen · W.E. Remick · Bruce Richardson · Dan Rispens · Charlotte Roberts · Patricia Robinson-Grant · Scott Rodger · Lary Rogers  Eric 
Roth · Jane Roth · Sue Rowlands · Casey Ryan · Hannah Ryan · Matt Sanning · Mark Schiltz · Peggy Schlesinger · L.E. Scovel · Mary Shaw · 

Hilary Shepard · Steve Sheriff · Seth Shteir · Ken Siderius · Steve Siebert · Jonathon Simon · Patricia Sinz · Larry Smith · Trish Smith 
 James Snyder · Noah Snyder · Janis Sodt · Betsy Spettigue · Georgina Staggs · David Stagliano · Robert Stephens · Jessy Stevenson  

Mike Stevenson · Daniel Stone · Glen Stoner · Loren Stormo · Patricia Ann Stout · Jeffrey Stowell · Alyce Streich · Stephen Sullivan · John 
Tapp · Marcia Tapp · William Thomas · Rich Thomason · Sally Thomason · Gene Tingle · Greg Tollefson · Jenny Tollefson · Scott Tomson  

Henry Trotter · Bill Tucker · Elena Ulev · Karl Unterschuetz · Juanita Vero · Joel Vignere · Roger Wade · Liza Ward · Laughlin Waters · Katie 
Weaver · Wendy Weaver · Patti Weber · Bethany Weiler-Lisowski · Derry Weyerhaeuser · Rebecca White · Kristina Wiggins · Judy Wilcox  

Ross Wilcox · Susan Wilkison · Jed Winer · Jill Wiseman · Rich Wiseman · Kathy Witherspoon · Gary Wolfe · Rita Wolfe · Jee Wong · Richard 
Woodcock · Duane Wright · Randy Wright · Cathy Wyatt · Tina Zenzola ·

Donors

Mark your calendars for a special 26-hour giving event! Missoula Gives is a one-day, online and live 
celebration of the Missoula community. It connects generous people with the causes they care about. It is a 

day to celebrate all that Missoula County is, and the role nonprofits play in making the community great.
Your donations will support Swan Valley Connections by funding our monitoring, stewardship, and 

educational activities that enhance the resilience of the Swan Valley.

May 5 - 
May 6, 2022

www.missoulagives.org/organizations/swan-valley-connections
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Volunteers
Russ Abolt · Andy Aldeen · David Amnotte · Maren Amnotte · Jamie Anderluh · Alissa Anderson · Kvande Anderson · Leita Anderson · Michelle 

Anderson · Nick Aschenwald · Joe Barberis · Chad Bauer · Rose Bear Don’t Walk · Emily Beck · George Beck · Keith Beck · Steve Bell · Mark 
Benedict · Ethan Biederman · Christopher Blank · Sarah Bodian · Talla Bodian · Kayla Bodri · Bill Borchers · Kaydee Borchers · Tiffany Bougie 
Trina Bride · Chris Bryant · Bill Bullock · Jim Burchfield · Dan Burden · Bob Burke · Devannie Burke · Amanda Butler · Sophie Campbell ·  Mike 

Childs  Reva Clarys · Doug Chadwick · Clark Fork Coalition · Wendy Cole · Sue Cushman · Anne Dahl · Joanne Dallas · Justin Dallas · Jacob 
Damaskos  Cory Davis · Kathy DeMaster · Nick DeCesare · Cory DeStein · Andrea DiNino · Melissa DiNino · Mitch Doherty · Ken Donovan · Jill 

Doyle · Scott Doyle · Andre DuLac · Erin Edge · Betsey Ellis · Steve Ellis · Kari Eneas · Diann Ericson · Eli Estey · Don Evelan · Marianne Evenhuis 
Jim Feldman  Marsha Finch · Brandon Foster · Beth Gardner · Larry Garlick · Randy Gazda · Paul Gereg · Joe Giersch · Nick Gistaro · Steven Gnam  

Samantha Grinstead · Jane Grochowski · Leanna Grubaugh · Rip Grubaugh · Beth Gudal · Dana Gunderson · Kari Gunderson · Darin Haeder  
Collin Hagan · Pam Hamilton · Kate Harrison · Tony Harwood · Kascie Herron · Bill Higgins · Cindy Holder · Chuck Howrey · Kristsy Howrey 

Jon Huber · Ian Hudson · Kim Hudson · Ron Iverson · Jan Jackson-Moore · Dave Johnson · Dean Johnson · Lisa Johnson · Penny Johnson · Ann 
Jones · Jerry Jones · Ashley Juran · Bob Keane · Jeff Kemp · Bridget Kennedy · Rob Kenning · Rusty Kessler · Shannon Kessler · Autumn King 

Dana Kingsbury · Steve Kloetzel · Jeremiah Knudsen · Kathy Koors · Marianne Krogstad · Steve Krogstad · Joe Krueger · Connor Kurz · Chris La 
Tray · Bob Laabs · Courtney Laabs · Hayden Laabs · Jamie Laabs · Joseph Laabs · Kelly Laabs · Mary Laabs · Mikayla Laabs · Nolan Laabs · Parker 
Laabs · Quinn Laabs · Tanner Laabs · Tom Laabs-Johnson · Bridget Laird · Luke Lamar · Sara Lamar · Sharon Lamar · Steve Lamar · Doug Lancon  
Jim Lange · Libby Langston · Donn Lassila · Chris La Tray · Jenna Lauer · Malia Levison · Shane Lisowski · David Littlefield · Ambria Lohaus · Ben 

Long · Janna Long · Karen Long · Peyton Loss · Shane Ludwick · Gordon Luikart · Gary MacFadden · Melissa Maggio · Tim Manley · Ryan Mannix  
Maria Mantas · Heather Margolis · Christian Mascho · Hannah Mascho · Mike Mayernik · Tatum McConnell · Karen McGrath · Clara McRae 

Alex Metcalf · Neil Meyer · Helene Michael · Mission Mountains Mercantile · Caitlin Mitchell · Bruce Montgomery · Chris Moore · Ally Moser 
Alan Muskett · Seth Nakatsukasa · Nathan Noble · Greg Neudecker · Pat O’Herren · Sam Ore · John Orr · Clarissa Orton · Anthony Pavkovich  

Erik Peterson · Terry Quinn · Katie Raborn-Dale · Rebekah Rafferty · Barb Raible · Joe Raible · Rebecca Ramsey · Anna Rees · Rob Rich · Bruce 
Richardson · Kathleen Richardson · Abby Riedl · Chris Robitaille · Greg Robitaille · Leo Rosenthal · Christine Russo · Mark Ruby · Christine Russo  

Mark Russo · Casey Ryan · Hannah Ryan · Tim Ryan · Hannah Sadowski · Uwe Schaefer · Mark Schiltz · Allycia Schmitt · Erin Schneider 
 Jasmin Schneider · Mari Schneider · Kathy Settevendemie · Mary Shaw · Steve Shelley · Amanda Shine · Elliot Shine · Jonathan Shumaker 

Allie Smith · Barbara Smith · Forrest Smith · Hannah Smith · Michael Smith · Silas Smith · Lauren Snobl · Sara Soroka · Jack Soucie · Jim Sparks  
David Stagliano · Andrea Stephens · Jessy Stevenson · Lyndee Stevenson · Caitlin Stone · Dan Stone · Sue Stone · Heidi Strickler · Leah Swartz 

Rusty Sydnor · Marcia Tapp · Samantha Tappenbeck · Rich Thomason · Sally Thomason · Sara Thomason · Adison Thorp · Greg Tollefson · Scott 
Tomson · Sophie Trull ·  Carl Unfred · Cody Unfred · Jesse Unfred · Ali Uwelling · Justine Vallieres · Mark VanderMeer · Apryll Verboven · Joost 

Verboven · Michael Wallace · Tim Warner · Watershed Consulting LLC · Jennifer Watson · Rebecca Watters · Wendy Weaver · Patti Weber · Bryn 
Willingham · Christian Wohlfeil · Krystal Wolf · Gary Wolfe · Rita Wolfe · Jee Wong · Katelyn Yockey · Samantha Yonan · Tina Zenzola

Collaborative partners
American Rivers · Be Bear Aware · Blackfoot Challenge · Big Blackfoot Chapter Trout Unlimited · Bigfork Chamber of Commerce · Bob 

Marshall Wilderness Foundation · Cinnabar Foundation Liz Claiborne Art Ortenberg Foundation · Clearwater Resource Council · Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribes · Conserve Montana · Crown Managers Partnership · Crown of the Continent and Greater Yellowstone Initiative  

Daughter of the Sun Backcountry Services · Defenders of Wildlife · EcoFlight · Flathead National Forest · Friends of the Wild Swan · Evelyn H. 
Fuldner Foundation · Hockaday Museum · Lake County · Lolo National Forest · Charlotte Y. Martin Foundation · Montana Conservation Corps 

Missoula County · Montana Department of Environmental Quality · Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks · Montana Department of 
Natural Resources and Conservation · Montana Environmental Education Association Montana Forest Collaboration Network · Montana Land 
Reliance · Montana Livestock Loss Board · Montana Natural History Center · Montana Watershed Coordination Council · Montana Wilderness 
Association · Montana Wild Wings Recovery Center · The Nature Conservancy · Pyramid Mountain Lumber Inc · Roundtable on the Crown of 

the Continent · Seeley Lake Chamber of Commerce · Seeley Lake Elementary School · Southwest Crown of the Continent Collaborative · Swan 
Lake Chamber · Swan Lakers · Swan View Coalition · Swan Valley Community Council · Swan Valley Regional Planning Committee · Swan Valley 
School · University of Montana College of Forestry and Conservation · University of Montana Bird Ecology Lab · U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

Upper Swan Valley Historical Society · Vital Ground Foundation · Watershed Education Network · The Wilderness Society
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April 22 (Earth Day)
Pile Burning Workshop on Swan Legacy Forest
 
April 26 + 27 
ECCA Blowdown Salvage  
Volunteer Opportunity

April 29 (Arbor Day) 
Tree Planting Workshop on Swan Legacy Forest

May 4
Adopt-a-Highway and Grounds Cleanup Day 
Volunteer Opportunity

May 4 
Wildfire Preparedness
Zoom Presentation with Montana DNRC

May 5-6
Missoula Gives Community Fundraiser

May 7 
Forest Bathing Workshop
with Ellen Horowitz

May 14
Global Big Day (Bird Count)

May 28
Wildlife in the West Begins!

June 1 
Zoom Presentation TBD

June 4
Elk Creek Conservation Area Workday #1 - Riparian Restoration
Volunteer Opportunity

June 11
Advanced Wildlife Tracks & Sign Class 

June 25
Annual Bear Fair (FERNDALE)

July 6 
Zoom Presentation TBD
 
July 10 
Summer Soirée in the Swan
Annual Fundraising Celebration at Holland Lake Lodge

upcoming events
Please check our website or call (406) 754-3137 for the most up-to-date information,  
including COVID-19 protocols. 


